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Need a Last Minute Gift? Shop Local.

As you learned last month, Brownsburg Life partnered with Hendricks County Home
Magazine to celebrate the American Express Small Business Saturday®, held every
year on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. On November 29, shoppers made their way to
Panoony’s Pizza for breakfast, received free Shop Small tote bags, and passports to
punch for visiting and supporting each of the 14 participating Brownsburg businesses.
I spoke with a several of the 14 store owners and managers the week following the
event, to see how it went. Most stores found steadier-than-normal traffic, particularly on
Saturday. Learn some of the wonderful holiday gifts they’re offering this year, and
perhaps you’ll find some ideas for your last-minute shopping:
BB Consign and Design (22 N. Green St.): Heidi Jo Maddix was happy to report her
busiest day since opening in February. She also noted that 82 percent of shoppers that
day were new customers. Her store’s vision is to become a place of exchange for
upscale resale and home furnishings. “By shopping small business, it really helps build
communities, to include ours! We are excited to be a part of this community and to
bring this style of shopping to our town and surrounding communities,” Maddix said.
For last-minute shoppers, she recommends their glass décor lighted boxes – a great,
under $20 find for friends, teachers or as a hostess gift. The store will offer 50% off its
holiday items on Dec. 26th. Open Wed-Sat until Dec. 23. (317) 286-3025.
www.bbconsignanddesign.com
Country Harmony (721 N.
Green St.): Owner Ryan Denhart
was extra busy over the
Thanksgiving weekend, and his
home and garden store, tucked
away in a corner of N. Green
Street for more than four
decades. Country Harmony offers
much more than Christmas trees,
with fresh greenery, pots,
wreaths, swags and ropes, and
an entire greenhouse of vibrant
and locally-grown poinsettias. On
the home side, the store features
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several rooms with décor and food items, including many in the $15-25 range. The store
will also help you with your last-minute holiday shopping, offering suggestions to
customize a gift for that special someone or occasion. Denhart noted the store specials
change constantly, so check the Facebook page or in-store for the latest deals, or call
(317) 852-8661. Holiday hours Mon-Fri 9-8, Sat 9-8, Sun 10-5, Dec. 24 9-4.
Frazee Gardens (3480 S. SR 267): In their 7th Christmas at their retail location on
South State Rd. 267, Frazee Gardens enjoyed steady traffic on Small Business
Saturday. The store is part garden center, part gift shop, with indoor and outdoor décor
(including fresh-cut
trees and poinsettias),
holiday ornaments and
gifts, food items,
accessories and more.
Some of their more
popular items this
season include bird
feeders and supplies,
unique scarves,
consigned pieces from
local artisans, and one
of my favorite items on
the Shop Small tour –
fairy gardens. Frazee
offers an extensive
selection of collectible
pieces (starting at 99 cents) to create your own fairy garden at home. Customers can
put them in a variety of containers, from garden carts to buckets or wooden boxes. The
store even offers workshops for creating your own fairy garden starter kit, and will most
likely offer the classes sometime in January. Holiday hours are Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-4,
Sun 12-4 and 10-3 Dec. 24. www.frazeegardens.com (317) 858-8440.
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Michele’s Boutique &
Gifts (600 W Northfield
Dr., Suite 2060): Now in
their 6th year in the Kohl’s
shopping complex,
Michele’s Boutique
features some of the most
sought-after brands in
women’s gifts and
accessories, including
Vera Bradley, Brighton,
Yankee Candles, Tervis
Tumblers and Spartina
leather goods. The store
will be offering its 12 days
of Christmas specials, and
even planned to host a special men’s shopping event on December 16 from 4-9,
complete with free pizza, personal shopping recommendations, gift wrapping and 20%
off all men’s purchases. Michele’s recently opened a second location in downtown
Zionsville, and has been a Brownsburg boutique for 14 years. As a special end-ofseason offer, all in-stock Vera Bradley luxe throw blankets (regularly $49) will be
marked down to $35, and available to Hendricks County Home readers who mention
this article. Shop holiday hours 9-9 Mon-Sat, Sun 11-6 and Christmas Eve 9-6.
http://www.micheles-boutique.com/; (317) 852-0046.
Team Sports (947 N. Green St.): For
Hendricks County residents who didn’t
realize it, Team Sports has a place to
go for all school, team sport and
business apparel. As far as holiday
gifts, the shop can customize anything
from sweatshirts to golf shirts and
jackets, using embroidery, silk-screen
or heat press – all at a competitive
price and with quick turnaround. Team
Sports has worked with many
Hendricks County and surrounding
schools, including Brownsburg, Avon,
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Pittsboro, Bethesda Christian, Ben Davis, Traders Point and Cardinal Ritter, with many
logos ready-to-go. For a unique gift idea, one employee recommended customized
stadium chairs with your favorite team and recipient’s name on the back. They also offer
winter gear such as customized scarves, gloves and hats. Visit their Facebook page for
store hours and specials, or call (317) 858-3000.
Continue to Shop Local – Not just on Small Business Saturday

As you can see, if you’re not frequenting some of your local gift shops and retail stores,
you’re missing out on some great finds. Support your local business community this
year for last minute holiday gifts, as well as unique items throughout the year.

